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Kinsey report may be flawed
^AbeAjmklor
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f * apoXeimtnfor the Inatltule for reacarch In ac*.

• Institute's new chief says
child sexual response study
likely all based on sessions
with lone elderlyscientist

and reproduction haa acknowj-
^ed MrfMs probJma wllh the chUd

which haa been underattadc for
year* byconservative ^up«.

The child data was Jfrat pubUtited In
Biwcroft. Who waa appoinW Jn May
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•to head the Klntey InaUtute, stys
. he beUevei the material was not
;.legally or frauduIcnUy oblalned
•;oythe Inadlute.
;•s AtnblguttuB linkage used In
•the book auggeatad to some read-
.^ thatKintey and his associates
had drawn the data from up to

nme pedophllca and perhaps from
olher flouroea. not just the one
source.

Bancroft emphaaiied thai he
bdJevcs the fCinRv team probably
did Interview additional pedo-
phdes for anecdoJaJ evidence, as
welJ as parents who had observed
Ihelr preadoleacent and Infant
children masturtuUng.

In the book, KJnsey claimed to

^ dociunenl multiple orgasiD« In
! 317 preadolesccnt and Infant chll'

dren.

The source for the quertlontblc
. likely an elderly adentlat

who claimed to have had aexwith
hundreds of men, women, chil
dren and even animala frwii 1917
to 1947. Bancron saya. Klntey in
terviewed the man for 17 hoora
prior to publication of the book.

"I have looked at the data on
which these tables appear to be
based, and f ajn fairly confident
thai the daU for all 317 cases (of
children havljig orgatma) appears
lo be bated on the observalloos of
one man." says Bancrofl. a BrIUsh
paychlatrlst.

The man Is Identified In the i
'̂ ""J'̂ 'csonlybyapseudoryro. iwhich Bancron would not revcaJ j
The man apparently wu ml and i

Bancroft, iLlltle la known about the*un- t
nameiJ elderly man whose long- \

John Ban*
croft Myi he
dcM^Km-
MyuxJhtf -
•MociatM
wwvoutto

pramotA an
•9endt,

done wllh people InIcstltuUons
Last year, the FamUy Research

, Coundl — a Washington-based
pro-famUy re»can:h and lobbying
or^nlratlon — relraaed a video
crlUcal of the Kinsey data on chll-
drens orgaams. Robert H. Knl£ht.
the cxjuncll'a director of cultural

IB one of KJnsey-s prime
critics. .

Critics such as Knight and Ju
dith Relsman. who first chaJ-
'"^fd the Kinsey chUd.data m
1981 and co-authored the 1990
book. Kinsey. Sexand FmnH- Tftp
fndocfrtnattfln oj a People, have
saJd the Kinsey data were used lo
promote an agenda^ of swmal

promiscuity and llcenUousness.

Knlghl,.Interviewed last flrtekcl^s that current sex education
curricula In the schools (i based
on Kinsey a teaching .and ihst i
wch curricula ImpUcltiy condones i
rcen sex andsame-sex relations. i
that Kinsey or his asroclalcs were s

out to pnnnote an ageodi. He de-
1 scribes Kinsey as "a coaipftssJon-
. ate man"whovas deeply troublol
> by the guilt and shame people
> accused of deviant aoojil bdiav-
• for felt In yetra p«»l, XinKy.

trained arlgln&lJy as a toolcsist.
I dIedlnlBsir

When asked if he would have
used a source such as the ao^
described elderly sdentlsl far re
search. Bancron s^s: '1 would'
have proceededwith cauOon.'

Bui Bancroft adds Ihtt criUa
are mistaken Ifthey (hlnk yodng
children cannol achieve orjann,'
Ihouflh youflg children cinnol
cjsculalc, He uys the .iblLly of
children b achieve oigaam.ls well'
known tosoc reseajrhes.

Bancroft specuJiica IJiil KinieV
have woted (he tlierlv

to hW'Uj'

chlldrrn were mdeed capable of
»e*ual response. .

secret flJea appear to be the actuaj
source of data used In the tables
In the 1948 book.

Early Kinsey Institute resea^h
mo human se*uallty has been

Ihe iBrcet ofcriticism since It was
flrel publlahed.

Many critics have noted thai
Kinsey sometimes used small.
non*random and likely unrepre
sentative samples tc collect dala
•nd then ipp led his nndinfls lo
thegcncraj population. For exam
ple. Kinsey based his IjcJiefs on
homosexuality Inpart on research


